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¥ Papias (70/75 - D.163 A.D) “I will not hesitate to set down along with
my interpretations all the things derived from the elders
(presbyters), for I have ever carefully learned them, and carefully
recalled them, and am confident of their truth... If anyone who
attended the presbyters came, I asked him minutely about their
sayings: What did Andrew or Peter say, or what was said by Philip
by Thomas, by James, by John, by Matthew, or by any other of the
Lord’s disciples...? For I imagined that what was to be got from
books was not so profitable to me as what came from the living and
abiding voice.”

% St. Irenaeus (D.202 AD) ‘Should we not have to go back to the most
ancient Churches, in which the apostles lived, and take from
them... what is fixed and ascertained? what else could we do? If the
apostles themselves had not left us writings, should we not be
obliged to depend on the teaching of the tradition which they
bequeathed to those to whose care they left the Churches?”
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Origen (185-255 A.D.) “the teaching of the Church is preserved
unaltered, handed down in unbroken succession from the apostles and
1s existing to this day in the Churches”

St. Gregory of Nyssa (330-395A.D.) “it is enough for the proof of our
statement, that we have the tradition descending to us from the

Fathers, transmitted as an inheritance, by succession, from the
apostles through the saints that followed them(50)”

St. John Chrysostom (347-407 A.D.) “the one and the other are worthy
of credit. Therefore let us think that the tradition of the Church 1s also
worthy of credit. It is a tradition ask no more!”

St. Epiphanius Of Salamis (310/320 — 403 A.D.) “we must use tradition,
since all cannot be got from the divine Scripture, wherefore the divine
apostles handed down something in writings, others in traditions”
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Origen (185-255 A.D.)“By tradition, I knew the four

gospels, and that they are the true ones”
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St. Cyril of Jerusalem (313 —-386AD)“Learn also diligently, and
from the Church what are the books of the Old Testament, and
what are those of the New”
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St. Augustine (354-430A.D.) “I would not have believed in the
gospel, unless the voice of the Universal Church convinced me”
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